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sented herself on her knees, with a spirit that was
humbled, but yet full of confidence that the most
blessed Virgin, her good mother, would this time give
her to her Spouse. Her expectation was not in
vain: she had no sooner touched that ointment than
she not only perceived its odor, but was also pene-
trated thereby to her inmost soul, receiving the
grace which she had so earnestly entreated. The
spiritual transports which she then experienced were
so keenly felt that the Mother of Loudun, perceiv-
ing it, said to her with a smile, " Here is a heart
powerfully acted upon by God." She, in a perfect
transport, softly retired, and hastened to a grotto of
saint Joseph, which is in the Monastery, where she
kept herself shut in for about [173] two hours; and,
during that time, Our Lord gave her saint Joseph as
her Father and Protector, making her understand
that she was now the daughter of the Virgin and of
saint Joseph.

This process, wholly divine in its nature, and these
caresses, so full of love, overpowered her and made
her burst into tears of love and joy. In her inmost
soul she felt the powerful effects of that grace, assur-
ing her of this filiation, so that she could never doubt
it for the rest of her days, experiencing in the sub-
sequent course of her life the aid of so powerful and
so kind a Father. She took his name, as we have
noted, when he caused her passport to be given her
forgoing to his country — I mean, to new France,
which may be called the country of St. Joseph, inas-
much as those vast regions march under his stand-
ards, and honor him as their Father and their Patron.
He led her into that glorious land, into that King-


